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Environmental issues only played a minor part in Bulgaria, as well as in other socialist states until the change in 1989. The country concentrated on  industrialisation and intensified agriculture at the expense of the environment. The 1991 Bulgarian constitution has accepted the protection of the environment as a prime target. (Art. 15 Bulgarian Constitution). In the subsequent the Law for the Protection of the Environment issues like the principal of sustainability and other basic principals were stipulated. For example:

· prevention and reduction of environmental hazards caused by humans

· prevention of pollution and subsequent removal of damages

· principal of liability for environmental interference

The national environmental policy shall be integrated into all relevant infrastructural areas, like, for example, industry and agriculture, construction, tourism and traffic. The high costs for the implementation of the EU directive covering environmental issues have a stifling effect on the development in particular in areas where former state industries have left the grounds and rivers in a contaminated state.  Currently 4% of the land of the country are environmentally protected, including 17 UNESCO – biosphere reservations, 3 national parks, 9 natural parks and a further 90 natural reserves. 22 areas were incorporated in the list of European bird sanctuaries.

The harmonisation of EU legislation for the protection of the environment was concluded in Bulgaria in the year 2004. However, in two cases EU regulation for preservation of nature was not transformed into national law correctly: The directive for the preservation of natural habitat, as well as wildlife and plants (Habitat Directive 93/EWG) and the directive for the preservation of wild bird species (Directive 79/409 EWG). The European Commission has issued reminders to the Bulgarian government (acc. to article 226 of the EU contract). Since the accession (01.01.2007), the EU environmental legislation is also valid in Bulgaria. For compliance with Bulgarian environmental standards, 9 transitional deadlines have been granted, concerning in particular directives with high levels of expenditures/costs on investments, like the communal fresh/waste water directive (91/271/EG), the packaging directive (94/62/EG), as amended by directive 2004/12/EG, the directive for large combustions plants (88/609/EG) as amended by directives 2001/80/EG, as well as the depot directive (1999/31/EG. Within the framework of the transitional deadlines,  implementing- and financial plans have been introduced conforming with Bulgarian domestic terms.

Bulgaria has ratified in 2002 the UN convention on climatic change and in 1995 the Kyoto-Protocol and committed itself  to reduce CO2  emissions by 8% by 2012 in comparison to 1998. In recent years the greenhouse effect (TGI), meaning the ratio of green house emissions and GDP, has decreased significantly. Notwithstanding that this can be considered a decoupling of emissions and economic growth, the GDP still correlates to twice the EU average. The continued problem currently is the setup of an effective environmental administration in order to secure/enforce the implementation of of the administrative law. Thus far, the division of competences in the area of environmental protection within the Bulgarian government administration has no clear structure and often overlaps with other ministries. So is the Ministry for environment and water affairs (MoEW) primarily responsible for the climate – and water protection. The MoEW acts in supervisory capacity over Executive Agency, who in particular maintains data and administration and keeps  laboratories. The control of the environment and environmentally relevant facilities as well as the issuance of licences is exercised by 16 regional inspectorates for environment and water. Furthermore, competences lie with the national park administrations, the district governors and departments. Ultimately lie environmentally competences particularly by the Ministry for the environment, the Ministry for agriculture and nutrition, the Ministry for territorial development and construction, the forest committee and the national council for water reserves at the council of ministers. Alongside these state controlled environmental administrative bodies, the larger cities and communities have established their own environmental departments who implement and enforce local environmental standards and are allowed to charge environmentally related charges/dues/fees.

The supervision and control of water pollution is subject to the national system for ecological supervision (NSEM), who maintain a national network of controlling stations along the rivers, particularly the river Danube and the coast of the Black Sea. The NSEM is also responsible for the supervision of air pollution throughout the country. The aforementioned authorities and institutions implement national and EU environmental law by making preventive controls, running supervision and re-examination of administrative environmental targets and statutory provisions and are thereby authorised to impose fines and administrative compulsory measures.
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